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Montana Hope Project 
 

Sponsored by the Association of Montana Troopers 

Recipient families shown here with Governor Brian Schweitzer.  
Front: Stacy Miller, Madison Halland 
Second Row: Sharon Miller, David Miller, Barbara Koon, Rachel Kane, Becky Kane, Stephanie Halland, 
Mark Halland 
Third Row: Shana Johnson, Kjesti Walund, Carryn Johnson, Mckensey Johnson 
Back: Bret Walund, Sandra Walund, Ken Walund, Governor Brian Schweitzer 
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Thank you from Jesse  
Robbins 
 
Dear Montana 
Hope Project, 
 
I would like to 
thank you for 
everything you 
guys have 
done for me 
and my family. You not only helped 
me through a very tough time, you 
kept my whole family looking to-
ward the great times to come.  
 
On the day of my first chemo treat-
ment, it was brought to my atten-
tion that I was eligible for a wish. 
From there on I was very excited. It 
took my fears and put them toward 
the back of my mind. There were 
many times when I was feeling 
very poorly and someone would 
remind me that I had a trip of my 
dreams on the way. 
 
Almost immediately I knew that I 
wanted to go to the Pro Bowl. Not 
only was I going to see my first live 
NFL game, I was going to one of 
the most beautiful places on earth. 
You guys made the darkest time of 
my life a lot easier and I have to 
give you some of the credit for 
making me healthy. 
  
Thank you and god bless you. 
  

 Jesse Robbins 
 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 
Appreciation from various mem-
bers of the family of  
Marissa Rae  
Mohland 
 
Dear Sergeant Clay Creek; The 
M ontana H ope P roject; A ll S antaôs 

who helped make the wish come 
true; 
 
I am sure that you grant wishes 
all the time to many children and 
are thanked by all who receive 
from you. 
 
How can anyone tell you how 
much you are appreciated? I am 
overwhelmed with gratitude to all 
of you for making Marissa and 

her sister Katherine the most amaz-
ing Princess Christmas welcome 
home. Our house was and still is the 
most beautiful princess-ville ever. 
 
When I contacted Sara Blackburn 
(D eaconessôs P ediatric S ocial 
Worker) five weeks before Christ-
mas, I never thought that we would 
get our wish in time. She contacted 
Clay and he immediately said what-
ever it takes we will get it done. It 
was planned, executed and done by 
the time we got home for Christmas. 

 
From the moment we pulled into our 
driveway, Marissa knew that some-
thing was up. She saw the dress-up 
dresses hanging in the front window. 
The entire house was so beautiful 
with the pure white tree and all the 
decorations. The princess castle was 
a huge hit and her room is indescrib-
able. Scotta worked so hard on her 

mural and it is fantastic. It is like 
youôre living in a dream  w hen youôre 
in there. It is everything a true prin-
cess would ever need. Thank you to 
her husband John the contractor 
who worked so hard to make their 
playhouse a castle in such a short 
time period. Thank you for the do-
nated supplies. 
 
Thank you to Pottery Barn Kids in 
Settle to help locate the retro kitchen 
set in Arizona and it here in time. 
Both of the girls love to make us the 
fanciest of meals along with all the 
friends and family. We will always 
remember our vary magical Christ-
mas and will cherish the memories 
for a lifetime. 
 
Itôs w ith great sadness that w e inform  
you that Marissa passed away on 
February 13, 2006. We asked people 
in liew of flowers to pleas make con-
tributions to your project. Please ac-
cept the enclosed checks in memory 
of Marissa. 
 

Thank you again. 
 

Gordon, Renee, Marissa and  
Katherine Mohland 

 
 
To whom it may concern: 
 
Thank you all on so many levels. 
 
Thank you first and for most for mak-
ing Marissa feel special and thank you 
for letting me help make her Christmas 
an extra special one. 
 
Also, thank you for the checks so 
quickly. Itôll help in m y behalf to pre-
sent with our Visa bill to my husband. 
 
God bless you all and let me know if I 
can help with any other wishes. 
 

Alicia Hansen 
(M arissa M ohlandôs A unt) 

 

Jesse Robbins in Hawaii 

Marissa (right) with  sister Katherine 
(left) enjoys a new princess playhouse. 



December 2006  Volume 8 Issue 1  

3 

Thank you from Jacob Frank and his 
family 
 
Thank you is not enough to be able to ex-
press the appreciation we feel for sending 
u s o n  o u r D isn ey C ru ise fo r Ju stin ôs w ish . It 

was truly the trip of a 
lifetime and so very 
special. We all had a 
wonderful time and it 
was truly a magical ex-
perience for Justin. He 
had a really great time 
and his favorite things 
were the food he and 
he loved snorkeling! 
We hope you enjoy the 
pictures and especially 
the smiles. We cannot 
say thank you enough. 
 

Aaron, Paula, Justin & Jacob Frank 
 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 

S tacy M illerôs N u rse T h an ks th e H o p e 
Project 
   
Richard & Montana Hope Project: 
  
Words cannot express the gratitude I have ex-
perienced going on this trip to Tennessee with 
Stacy, her family, and Mavis. We had an abso-
lute awesome time. Sitting at the outdoor con-
cert in the handicap area and watching the 
people on stage and around me would be a 
country song in itself. 
   
We took pictures and Stacy plans on making a 
scrapbook you will have to see. 
  
 
 Thank you so much for giving and planning the 
trip. Thanks to the Montana Hope Project and 
all donors  

Lujuan Robison 

AAA of 
Montana 

Thank you from Alexa and the Naylors 
 
Dear Montana Hope Project: 
 

Once again, we marvel at 
your hearts. We had such a 
nice time at the reunion. Our 
children felt so special, espe-
cially Alexa. We love seeing 
her receive such love and 
care. Thank you! 
 
Memories were once again 
created and we are so thank-
ful. We appreciate all you do 
and we, without a doubt, are 
grateful for your hearts. 
 
Please thank for us the lady 
that m ade A lexaôs blanket 
and the gentleman who made 
the wagon she won. We 
thank those who generously 

proved all the food and rides and on and on. It was all wonderful! 
 

The Naylors, especially Alexa 
 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 
A Special Christmas Card from the Lofthouses 
 
Dear Richard and Tiana ~ 
 

W e thought youôd enjoy 
our Christmas card this 
year. Our boys so en-
joyed and talk nonstop of 
our amazing adventure! 
We will hold that special 
week dear always! 
Thanks so much! 
 

Ty & Wendy 

Jacob (top) Aaron, and 
Justin (bottom) Frank 

Alexa Naylor in her new wagon pro-
vided by Bob & Charlotte Marshall 
Photo by Creative Vision Photography. 

Devin Lofthouse (left) and his family swim 
with the dolphins. 
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As some of you may or may not 
know, Mitch Tuttle retired from the 
Montana Highway Patrol the end of 
July.  The Association of Montana 
Troopers requires that the Presi-
dent of the Montana Hope Project 
be a uniformed Trooper.  With that 
being said, it is with great honor 
that I take over the reins of this or-
ganization.  I will use my first letter 
to reintroduce myself to the many 
volunteers, sponsors and wish 
families who were here long before 
I showed up. 
 
I am a Trooper in Missoula, married to my wife Tiana 
and we have three children.  Many of you met my 
kids, back when we did not go anywhere without 
them.  Now that they are 13, soon to be 17 and 18 
and know it all, they have no time for the parents, as 
so many of you with teenage kids know so well.  I 
started with the Hope Project in 2000 as the Missoula 
Area Coordinator.  In 2004 I took over the Travel 
Wish Coordinator spot from Linda Douglas who had 
done a great job for over 15 years.  My wife Tiana 

then took over as the Missoula Area Coor-
dinator.  I learned very quickly that the 
Wish Coordinator was an awesome job.  
Through planning their wishes, I have got-
ten to know all the families and remain 
friends to a lot of them today.  There are 
still families out there that I have planned 
their wishes and have never met.  Some-
day hopefully I will! 
 
2006 has been a busy year and it saw 
many new things.  The Izaak Walton Inn, 
home to our annual re-union was bought 
by Brian and Mary Kelly of Chicago. We 
introduced them to this wonderful family 
we call the Montana Hope Project and 
they are excited to continue this tradition. 

The Ride for Hope 500 continues to set new records 
for fundraising bringing in over $ 93,000.00.  None of 
that would be possible without the unselfishness of 
the riders.  Besides the weekend of the ride, they hit 
the streets well in advance to raise their money.  The 
dedication of these people is unbelievable.  This year 
we added the 1st annual Yellowstone Club golf tour-
nament and raised $ 60,000.00.  We were joined by 
five Hope Project families and the Governor for a 
great day.   

Give the gift of HOPE  
 

Help make a wish come true for a critically ill Montana child. Make a donation  
to the Montana Hope Project in the name of a family member, friend, or recipient.  

A donation to the Montana Hope Project directly benefits Montana children. 
HOPE ð  always the perfect gift 

 
It is being given by:______________________________________________________________________________ 
       Your Name 
 
Send confirmation card to: ______________________________________________________________________ 
                                           Name 
 
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Address        City   State Zip 
 
If applicable, in whose memory/honor is this a gift?_______________________________________________ 
                                     (circle one)  
 

Complete and send to: The Montana Hope Project, P.O. Box 5927, Helena, MT  59604  

F rom  the P residenté . 

Richard Hader with his wife and 
Missoula Coordinator Tiana, at the 
2006 Essex Reunion. 
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By the time this news letter hits your mailbox, we will 
have held our 1st ever winter reunion at Fairmont Hot 
Springs Resort.  Check the website for photos of that 
event and I will also let you know how many hours my 
youngest stayed in the water, I think he is part fish. 
 
We will finish the year granting 15 wishes and we 
have 11 pending. At an average cost of around 
$6,000.00 one can see how important fundraising is.  
Once again we will have raised enough money to 
cover our wishes, only made possible by all the won-
derful individuals, businesses and volunteers that 
make up this organization.  We have never turned 
away a family because of funding and our goal is to 
never have that happen.  I would like to close by 
thanking the volunteer staff of the Hope Project; it 
truly is a pleasure to work with all of you.  To our fami-
lies that we have the honor to serve, the courage you 
show every day is remarkable.  I know I can speak for 
everyone involved with the Hope Project by saying 
Y O U ôR E  A W E S O M E !!!!!!! 
 
Happy Holidays everyone and God Bless. 
 
 

Richard L Hader 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

MONTANA HOPE PROJECT 
PO Box 5927 

Helena, MT  59604 
 

www.montanahope.org 
 

Volunteer Staff: 
Richard Hader, President 

Perry Brown, Vice-President/Treasurer 
Cinda Bourgeau, Media Coordinator 

Clay Creek, Ride for Hope & Billings Coordinator 
Dennis Delaittre, Bear Sales/Distribution  

Tiana Hader, Missoula Coordinator 
A lice O ôD onnell, A naconda/B utte C oordinator 

Jerril Ren, Kalispell Coordinator 
Tom Taylor, Great Falls Coordinator 

 
Association of Montana Highway Patrol  

Board of Director Officers: 
Brad Sangray, President 

Tom Butler, Vice-President 
Bryan Adams, Secretary 
Keith Edgell, Treasurer 

 
Copyright Montana Hope Project 2003. This is the official publica-
tion of the Montana Hope Project and is published annually. The 
Montana Hope Project reserves the right to reject any advertise-
ments. Third Class bulk postage paid on Helena MT 59604. This 
newsletter is provided at no cost to subscribers. 

Madison Halland, right, and his brother get to meet Sponge Bob 
while in Disneyland 

Visit: www.jimsbarbutte.com for information about their biker 
event for the Montana Hope Project. 

Visit Coldstone Creamery in Missoula every second Tuesday from 
4-7. They will donate 
$.30 of every $1.00 
spent to the Montana 
Hope Project. 

From the President...continued from pg 4 
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Good News! 
 
At the 21st annual reunion this year, 
good news was the order of the day. 
In a timid voice, BrieAna Miller stood 
up and told the group that the blood 
tests were in, and that her cancer is 
gone. Her mother was quick to ex-
plain that this isnôt rem ission, but that 
BrieAna was completely cancer free.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

The 2006 Children of Hope 
JON-WYATT OLSON Disneyworld Ulm  

JESSE ROBBINS ProBowl 2006 Missoula  

ABIGAIL REIMANN Motel with swimming pool Missoula 

 MADISON HALLAND Disney World Missoula  

HUNTER ALTMILLER Disneyworld Plains 

JESSICA BEERS Disney World Missoula 

MICHAEL WILKE Disney World Columbia Falls  

STACY MILLER  Country Music Fan Fare Billings  

ANNA BENJAMIN Alaska Cruise  Kila 

NADINE LONG Alaska Trip  Marysville 

SHELBY DESJARLAIS Disney World Kalispell  

CARRYN JOHNSON DW-Jim Carrey Bozeman  

JACOB JORGENSON Disneyworld Bozeman  

ALAN LOOMIS Alaska Cruise  Billings  

JOSHUA SABA Disneyworld Deerlodge 

COLTON MYERS Disneyworld Bonner  

JENESSA LEVANEN Disneyworld Kalispell  

BETHANY STAHLBERG  Disneyworld Milltown  

FRANK JUSTIN Disney Cruise Glendive  

MOLLY CHRISTIAENS Disneyworld Great Falls  

JAZMYN MORGAN See the Doodlebops Columbia Falls  

SHAYNE WALSTED Disneyworld Deerlodge  

 
Upcoming Events  

for 2007 
 
Jan 27  Poker Tournament 
  Anaconda 
 
Marcn 24 Bowl for Hope 
  Anaconda 
 
April   Silent Auction/Dinner 
  Billings 
 
June 1-3 Annual Reunion 
  Izaak Walton Inn, Essex 
 
July 28  Ride for Hope 
  Lewistown 
 
August  Golf Tournament 
  Yellowstone 
 
August  Fun Run/Walk for Hope 
  Anaconda 
 
 

B rieA na jum ps into her m otherôs 
arms as reunion attendees applaud 
her good news. Photo by Creative 
Vision Photography. 

Anna Benjamin accepts her wish of an Alaskan 
cruise from Kalispell coordinator Trooper Jerril Ren 
(left), as family and officers look on. 
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Ride For Hope Makes Record Amount for the Project 
 
This year the Ride for Hope brought in more than $92,000 to benefit the children of Montana, $9,000 more than last 
year. Top pledge bringers were Royce Bird (first with $17,244.00), David McCormack (second with $13,525.00) and 
Wes Matson (third with $8,890).  

 
Thanks to all of the riders, 
this event continues to gen-
erate more income for the 
Hope Project every year. 
This in turn helps us to grant 
more wishes for the critically 
and terminally ill children 
here in Montana.  
 

PLEASE VISIT OUR WEBSITE  
 

WWW.MONTANAHOPE.ORG  

Ways to Contact Area Coordinators 
 
Area coordinators have cell phones and email addresses designed to make it easier to get in touch with them 
when you need to.  
 
Area Coordinators 
Anaconda/Butte A lice O ôD onnell aodonnell@montanahope.org  406-560-1340 
Billings   Clay Creek  ccreek@montanahope.org   406-698-5821 
Great Falls  Tom Taylor  ttaylor@montanahope.org   406-868-1493 
Kalispell  Jerril Ren  jren@montanahope.org   406-270-0696 
Missoula  Tiana Hader  thader@montanahope.org   406-531-1531 
 
Other Coordinators/Officers 
Bears   Dennis Delaittre dndelaittre@montanahope.org   
Media   Cinda Bourgeau cbourgeau@montanahope.org  406-431-8650 
Ride   Cal Janes  cjanes@montanahope.org    
President  Richard Hader  rhader@montanahope.org   406-949-4673 
Vice-President  Perry Brown  pbrown@montanahope.org   406-949-7433 
 

2006 Ride for Hope Group 
photo (left). Photo courtesy of 
Creative Vision Photography 
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News from Around the State  
Missoula 
Tiana Hader 
thader@montanahope.org 
406-531-1531 
 
Griz Kids are donating Griz tickets 
throughout the season for the Mon-
tana Hope Project recipients and 
families to go to the football games. 
Additionally, the  Hope Project 

spon-
sored a 
float in 
the UM 
Home-
coming 
parade 
this year. 
 

Coldstone has agreed to donate 
$.30 of every $1.00 spent between 
the hours of 4 and 7 on the second 
Tuesday of every month. 
 
Washington Corporation will be 
funding our first annual Christmas 
party to be held at the Fairmont Hot 
Springs December 2-3, 2006. 
 
The first annual Montana Hope 
Project Golf Tournament was held 
at the Yellowstone Club on August 
29, 2006. Seventy-three golfers 
enjoyed golfing on M ontanaôs pre-

mier golf course, raising over 
$60,000 for the Montana Hope Pro-
ject. 
 
The Montana Tow Truck Associa-
tion held their annual meeting. 
They adopted the Montana Hope 
Project as their charity this year, 
and made a donation of over 
$1000.00 thus far. This money will 
be used toward meals for the 
Christmas reunion at the Fairmont 
Hot Springs. 
 
 
Anaconda/Butte 
A lice O ôD o n n ell 
aodonnell@montanahope.org 
406-560-1340 
 
This year started out with a Texas 
H old óE m  tournam ent in January for 
three charities:  The Hope Project, 
the Anaconda Legion  "A's" & the 
Anaconda Deer Lodge County 
Restoration Project.  The tourna-
ment was quite successful & each 
charity received four thousand dol-
lars.   
 
Three weeks later, the annual 
"Bowl for Hope" was held in 
February. We did  well on our 
tournament even though we 
competed against a Copper-
head tournament basketball 
game.  No one could have 
predicted this,  All had a good 

time and the top team was  from 
Anaconda.  N ext yearôs B ow l for 
Hope is scheduled for March 24,  
2007  
 
On August 5,2006, the annual "Fun 
Run/Walk for Hope" was held at 
Washoe Park in Anaconda.  This 
was a great day 
and it truly was 
fun!!  Following 
lunch Josh Saba 
of Deer Lodge 
had his wish 
granted.   After 
the wish was 
granted, a bal-
loon lift off was 
held to honor 
past, present 
and future recipients and MHP offi-
cers in the service of our country, 
especially our own local officer Joe 
Wyant, MHP 315 who was always 
a part of this event. Special thanks 
go to the Pintler Search & Rescue, 
Sara & Rodger Kenney, & our 
lunch & break sponsors:  Safeway 
stores of Anaconda, Albertson's 
bakery, Summit Beverage, Pepsi 
Cola of Butte, Skakkles & Galla-
gher Law firm, Subway sandwiches 
& salads of Anaconda, Western 
Wishes, Copper King Express, Be-
yond Nec9ssity Gifts Thrifty Drug 
Stores, Lutey Furniture/Radio 
Shack, and Osco Drug  
 
Winners of the 2K race were Kori 
Smith,1st, Michael Monaco 2nd & 

John Monaco 
third.  Winners of the 
5K race were Dan 
Murphy, 1st, Tyler 
Kenney 2nd & An-
gela Kenney 3rd. 
The last place fin-
isher was our own 
Cal Janes, MHP 
244. Top Pledge 

Josh Saba (center) is 
joined by two past 
recipients Jordan 
Allen and Josh Miller. 

Winners of the first annual Mon-
tana Hope/Yellowstone golf tour-
nament  

Left to Right, Jake Cochran, Steve-Jo 
Cantrell, Austin Weaver, Tiana Hader, 
Montana Grizzlies Quarterback Jason 
Washington, Magen Morrison with the Mon-

Kori Smith (left), Tyler 
Kenney, and Angela 
Kenney. 

Hope Project Float preceded by a High-
way Patrol vehicle. 


